
Member States seeking a financial contribution from the European Union for national 
programmes of eradication, control and surveillance shall submit online this application 
completely filled out. 
  
In case of difficulty, please contact SANTE-VET-PROG@ec.europa.eu, describe the issue 
and mention the version of this document:

Submission Number

1441090141669-6615

Submission Date

Tuesday, September 01, 2015 08:48:55

2015 1.03

Your current version of Acrobat is: 11.015

Instructions to complete the form: 

1) You need to have at least the Adobe Reader version 8.1.3 or higher to fill and submit 
this form. 

2) To verify your data entry while filling your form, you can use the “verify form” button at 
the top of each page. 

3) When you have finished filling the form, verify that your internet connection is active, 
save a copy on your computer and then click on the “submit notification” button below. 
If the form is properly filled, the notification will be submitted to the EU server and a 
submission number will appear in the corresponding field. 
If you don't succeed to submit your programme following this procedure, check with your 
IT service that the security settings of your computer are compatible with this online 
submission procedure. 

4) All programmes submitted online are kept in a central database. However only the 
information in the last submission is used when processing the data. 

5) IMPORTANT: Once you have received the submission number, save the form on your 
computer for your records. 

6) If the form is not properly filled in, an alert box will appear indicating the number of 
incorrect fields. Please check your form again, complete it and re-submit it according to 
steps 3). Should you still have difficulties, please contact SANTE-VET-PROG@ec.europa.
eu. 

7) For simplification purposes you are invited to submit multi-annual programmes. 
8) As mentioned during the Plenary Task Force of 28/2/2014, you are invited to submit your 

programmes in English.

Annex IV : Programme for the surveillance of Avian Influenza in 
poultry and wild birds submitted for obtaining EU cofinancing
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ANNEX 4 : Standard requirements for the submission of 
surveillance programmes for avian influenza in poultry and wild 
birds

1. Identification of the programme 

Member state : OESTERREICH

Disease avian influenza in poultry and wild birds

This program is multi annual :  no

Request of  Union co-financing 
from beginning of :   

2016
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ANNEX 4 : Standard requirements for the submission of 
surveillance programmes for avian influenza in poultry and wild 
birds

1.1  Contact

Name : Mag. Verena Rücker, Dr. Eveline Wodak

Phone : +43 1 71100 4261, +43 50555 38230

Your job type within the  CA : Official veterinarians, national experts for Avian influenza

Email : verena.ruecker@bmg.gv.at

2. Description and implementation of the surveillance programme in 
poultry

2.1.1  Designation of the central authority in charge of supervising and  
coordinating the departments responsible for implementing the 
programme

(max. 32000 chars) : 

Under the supervision of the Federal Ministry of Health, the Austrian national reference laboratory for 
Avian Influenza, AGES IVET Mödling (NRL) is responsible on investigation, notification and reporting.

2.1.2  System in place for the registration of holdings 
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ANNEX 4 : Standard requirements for the submission of 
surveillance programmes for avian influenza in poultry and wild 
birds

(max. 32000 chars) : 

According to the Avian Influenza Regulation BGBl II No 309/2007, any person who keeps birds 
(exception: pet birds that are always kept inside, without direct or indirect contact to other birds) has to 
be officially registered at the first administrative level (district). Holdings upon  350 chicken/turkeys are 
also registered within the  Poultry Health Data (PHD), a database provided by the QGV (Quality Poultry 
Association)

2.1.3  Design (risk based surveillance or surveillance based on 
representative sampling taking into account criteria in Annex I of 
Commission Decision 2010/367/EC)

(max. 32000 chars) : 

The programme was set up in consideration of the national circumstances according to the 
requirements of Commission Decision 2010/367/EU of 25 June 2010 on the implementation by 
Member States of surveillance programmes for avian influenza in poultry and wild birds. Surveillance in 
Austria is carried out based on representative sampling.  
Taking into consideration the epidemiological circumstances, a random sampling plan is being set up 
for all federal provinces (Länder) in accordance with the Avian Influenza Regulation 2007 
(Geflügelpestverordnung 2007, BGBl. II Nr. 309/2007) and notified in the “Official Veterinary Bulletin”.  
When setting up the surveillance programme the risk assessment by AGES, which is routinely being 
updated, is taken into consideration. Coordination of the sampling and choice of testing method are 
also carried out by the NRL. Measures according to the sampling plan are within the competence of the 
provincial governor (Landeshauptmann). Sampling has to be done by official veterinarians and all 
samples are tested at the NRL exclusively. Said laboratory is in close contact with the Community 
Reference Laboratory in Weybridge and is obliged to send AI-virus isolates possibly positive for H5 and 
H7 to the EURL.  
The Austrian NRL for AI forms part of the Austrian Agency for Health and Food Security (Österreichische 
Agentur für Gesundheit und Ernährungssicherheit, AGES). It is charged with coordination and 
implementation of the programme.  
Sampling and transport of samples are carried out in accordance with the specifications of the 
diagnostic manual for AI which was published in the Official Veterinary Bulletin AVN No. 5/2007 of 18 
June 2007. 
[As described above and also in section 2.1.3.2, the Austrian programme of AI is following a 
representative sampling scheme, according to Commission Decision of 25 June 2010 on the 
implementation by Member States of surveillance programmes for avian influenza in poultry and wild 
birds (2010/367/EU).  
The poultry blood samples are taken at the slaughterhouse as random samples, therefor it is not 
possible to provide a map with forseen holdings and selection criteria.] 
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ANNEX 4 : Standard requirements for the submission of 
surveillance programmes for avian influenza in poultry and wild 
birds

2.1.3.1 Short description of  predominant poultry population and types of 
poultry production

(max. 32000 chars) : 

In the year 2015 the number of registered laying flocks  was 1833 with 6.112.367 animals.  
The number of chicken breeder flocks was 93 with 978.262 animals and there were 143 fattening turkey 
flocks with 968.062 animals.  
[There are 9428 duck-and geese holdings in Austria which are mostly backyard flocks with an average 
number of less than 10 birds per flock based on qualified estimation. 
Maps of the poultry population density as well as federal states, Nuts 2 codes and main bodies of water 
are attached to this document ("Maps")] 

2.1.3.2 Criteria and risk factors for risk based surveillance(1)

(max. 32000 chars) : 

There is no special risk based surveillance programm in Austria at the moment

(1) Including maps showing target sampling sites identified as being particularly at risk for the introduction of avian 
influenza virus, taking into account criteria set out in point 4 of Annex I to Commission Decision 2010/367/EC.

2.2 Target populations  (2)

(max. 32000 chars) : 

As said in Commission Decision 2010/367/EU: Poultry: layers, free range layers, chicken breeders, 
fattening turkeys, fattening ducks, fattening geese, ratites 
Wild birds: also according to § 4 of the avian influenza regulation BGBL. II/Nr.309/2007 every dead found 
waterbird or raptor must be sent to the NRL for AI.
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ANNEX 4 : Standard requirements for the submission of 
surveillance programmes for avian influenza in poultry and wild 
birds

(2) including MS specific exceptional circumstances as described in Annex I point 3 of Commission Decision 2010/367/EU) 
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