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• Progress by governments and companies on achieving 

SDG Target 12.3 is much slower than needed

• Only a few front-runner MSs with evidence-based 

approaches are well positioned to make significant 

progress

• While majority of MS have actions in place, few have 

developed coordinated national strategies/ roadmaps or 

plans, and with only limited monitoring & evaluation 

• Many MS are still at an early stage of development and / 

or are limited to certain areas

Current state-of-play in EU

Source: Commission Staff Working Document – Impact Assessment Report

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/resource.html?uri=cellar:1fefebb0-1b4e-11ee-806b-01aa75ed71a1.0001.02/DOC_3&format=PDF


• Proven best practices for early movers 

• Can be used as stepping stones 

• Will enable gearing up towards action more 
rapidly 

Key Factors to Success:

• Target – Measure – Act Approach

• Follow the pathways to impact

Maximise on late(r) mover advantage 



A proven way to achieve rapid results:

1. Set food loss and waste reduction 

targets

2. Measure to identify hotspots of 

food loss and waste and monitor 

progress over time

3. Take action on the hotspots

The three-step approach



• Rapidly advancing voluntary agreements

• Stimulate & support private sector action

• Sector specific approaches: 1) retail, 2) Hospitality and food 

service sector, 3) Food redistribution

• Behavioural change campaigns

• Relevant regional support & exchange

• Cities & food policy approach

Invitation to follow the pathways for impact



• VAs = collaborative, self-determined commitments with food waste reduction 

objectives developed involving public and private partners.

• Significant progress has been achieved with 1st generation VA’s (UK/NL/NO)

• Strong indication of 2nd generation VA’s moving much faster: 

• Fight Food Waste – Australia 

• Reducing Wasted Food - Pacific Coast Collaborative - US

Rapidly advancing voluntary agreements

Work in progress: A&I sub-group is reviewing, new report expected Q1 2024 with 

examples of VAs in Member States, Norway, UK and other forms of collaborations 

between stakeholders. 



• 2nd generation VA’s take an 

integrated approach, incl:

• R&D program 

• Public Private Partnership

• Consumer activation 

campaign

• Measuring & monitoring of 

impact 

Fight Food Waste – Australia 



• IKEA cut food waste by 54% across its 400 in-store 

restaurants over 32 markets, collaboration within the 

10x20x30 by Champions 12.3 (global)

• Tesco - hit 45% reduction in operations since 2016/17, within 

the Courtauld Commitment (UK) 

• Unilever – hit 17% reduction overall food waste reduction 

(baseline ‘19) and maintenance of 0% to landfill commitment, 

collaboration with Food Waste Free United (NL) 

VA’s provide fertile ground for private sector actors 

Stimulate & support private sector action



• Case example: retail food waste 

reduction in the Netherlands

• Based on voluntary self-reporting by 

80% of the retail market in NL 

• Using a harmonised (sub)sector specific 

guidance on monitoring and impact 

conversion

• Provides periodic benchmarking and 

stimulates targeted actions in their 

operations

Sectoral action plans delivering reductions - Retail  



• Non-profit organisation set up to foster collaboration and 

coordinate action to reduce food loss and waste across 

Europe’s hospitality and food service sector

• In 2022, 23% reduction at IFWC members’ sites reporting 

(baseline ‘19) 

• Updated common measurement and reporting 

methodology, and on-going practices harmonization 

through workshops

• Active working groups on f.e. consumer engagement, 

environmental benefits of food waste reduction

Sectoral action plans delivering reductions - Hospitality 
and food service sector

https://internationalfoodwastecoalition.org/food-waste-report/


• Food redistribution working group: retailers, 
manufacturers, food service and redistribution 
organisations

• Helped increase food redistribution by 3 times since 
2015.

• In 2022 around 170,000 t/year redistributed

• Equivalent to 400 million meals with a value of Euro 680 
million

Sectoral action plans delivering reductions - Food 
redistribution

Source: WRAP Surplus food redistribution uk 2015-2020

https://wrap.org.uk/resources/report/surplus-food-redistribution-uk-2015-2020


• Achievable reduction with consumer activation 

campaigns → 30% reduction in UK, 30% 

reduction in NL.

• Campaigns are linked to VA’s and leverages 

the power and outreach of industry, cities and 

municipalities. 

• Growing knowledge base (not only awareness, 

but also interventions) to benefit from,  incl. 

recent compendium on ‘Tools, best practices 

and recommendations to reduce consumer 

food waste’ 

Significant reduction in household consumer waste

https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/handle/JRC133004
https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/handle/JRC133004
https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/handle/JRC133004


Several cities globally have introduced 

initiatives on food loss and waste 

reduction 

• Milan – Local Food Waste Hubs recover 

and redistribute meals, reducing city wide 

food loss and waste by 30% in addition to 

providing social services

• ReLondon 2023 - collaboration with the 

Mayor, boroughs, business and citizens to 

accelerate a circular economy, including 

reduction of food waste 

Cities & food policy approaches

Potential of peer learning and city-to-city exchanges 



• UNEP’s Regional Working Groups on Food 
Waste Measurement and reduction

• Regional clusters - workshops on specific topics 
(sharing best practices)

• One-to-one support to tackle specific issues (f.e. 
measurement approaches)

• Nordic Food Waste Summit

• Collaboration towards a more resource-efficient and 
waste-free regional food system.

Relevant regional support & exchange



• Changing the rules --> stimulate legislation, 

policy, instruments as well as private sector 

rules for a circular economy.

• Look for opportunities to remove legislative 

barriers, while ensuring food safety

• Harness the potential of technological 

innovation

Overcome systemic barriers



• Respect food use hierarchy --> 
legislative framework is not adhering 
at the moment (especially for bio 
economy)

• Be on the lookout for perverse 
negative effects from adjacent 
transitions (food – feed – fuel 
competition)

• Extra focus on prevention efforts

Need for integrated policy



• With only 6 years, 1 months, 24 days to go...

• Follow the pathways and adapt to regional and 
national context

• Collect and report data 

• Create an inventory of policy interventions, 
their impact

Let’s collaborate to accelerate​!

Share what works 

Please note: EU Platform, including the EU Food Loss and Waste Prevention Hub

with a with dedicated section MS policy initiatives

https://food.ec.europa.eu/safety/food-waste/eu-actions-against-food-waste/eu-platform-food-losses-and-food-waste_en
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fec.europa.eu%2Ffood%2Fsafety%2Ffood_waste%2Feu-food-loss-waste-prevention-hub%2F&data=05%7C01%7Csanne.stroosnijder%40wur.nl%7C1a01917b464c4a65735b08dbd7100390%7C27d137e5761f4dc1af88d26430abb18f%7C0%7C0%7C638340236987436352%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yKNP6SfGCbwBqc3JqY231%2BWVu%2FtYdreQZIgl0dsJpu4%3D&reserved=0
https://ec.europa.eu/food/safety/food_waste/eu-food-loss-waste-prevention-hub/eu-member-states
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