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Dear Bernard

Nobel House T +44(020) 7238 6495

17 Smith Square Nigel.gibbens@defra.gsi.gov.uk
London SW1P 3JR www.defra.gov.uk

United Kingdom

Your Reference: Animal Welfare Inspections
Our Reference: AW/EU/2013

30 June 2014

WELFARE RETURNS REQUIRED UNDER EC/1/2005 (TRANSPORT), 2007/43/EC
(MEAT CHICKENS) and 2006/778/EC (ON FARM)

1. 1 am writing to inform you of the animal welfare controls carried out in the UK between

January and December 2013.

2. The arrangements for organi‘sing and performing official controls are unchanged since
we provided the information for 2012. The UK continues to develop a risk based
approach to official controls as required by EC/882/2004.

3. The tables attached provide the information required by EC/1/2005 and 2007/43/EC.

4. Information on animal welfare on farms, including for laying hens, pigs and calves, as
required by 2006/778/EC, will be submitted directly using the new online facility.

Yours sincerely

RS —
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Room 5D

Nobel House &,
17 Smith Square '
London

defra
Telephone 020 7238 6495

Fax 020 7238 5875 g e Ay
Email Nigel.Gibbens@defra.gsi.gov.uk

Website www.defra.gov.uk

ANNEX B

UK ANNUAL REPORT ON THE PROTECTION OF ANIMALS DURING TRANSPORT 2013

Breakdown of Enforcement Action Taken by the United
Kingdom in 2013

Total
Oral Warnings 403
Written Warnings 193
Statutory Notices Issued 105
Home Office Cautions 2
Prosecutions 11

Figures regarding enforcement action taken may relate to more than one infringement
discovered during the same inspection.
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ANNEX C

COUNCIL REGULATION (EC) No. 1/2005
ANALYSIS AND ACTION PLAN ON UNITED KINGDOM'S 2013 REPORT ON

ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITY

Along with this Return of Enforcement Activity, Article 27 requires Member States to identify
the major deficiencies found and an action plan to address them.

We do not have a United Kingdom wide database that identifies the specific deficiencies
~found in all compliance checks, although we are able to produce the annual report with

some qualifications.

The enforcement data in our annual report is produced by the AHVLA Performance Team.
The Performance team request the AHVLA Regional Offices together with all the Local
Authorities in their area to submit a return on the numbers of Inspections, Infringements and
Offences undertaken during 2013. This information is then collated together with information

gather from a variety of sources throughout Defra.

An analysis of Annex A shows that, excluding 115 documentary infringements, there were
784 (0.65%) welfare non compliances out of 119,999 inspections. Looking at the reported
enforcement actions taken, Annex B, and comparing with reported non-compliances in
Annex A, no action was considered necessary in only 70 (9%) of the reported infringements.
Of the remaining 714 infringements where some form of action was taken, 403 (51% of all
infringements) were fairly minor cases requiring only oral warnings to be given, leaving 311
infringements warranting more formal action ranging from written warnings (193) to
prosecutions (11). This more formal action represents just 1.4% of all non-compliances

found and 0.26% of all inspections carried out.

Annex D is a breakdown of the reported numbers of compliance checks and non
compliances for each AHVLA Regional Office in Great Britain and for Northern Ireland. This
shows that the overall United Kingdom non compliance rate is low at only 0.72% compared
with 0.88% in 2012. The number of individual offices with a Non Compliance rate of over

5% has also fallen from 18 in 2012 to 13 in 2013.

The offices which exceed 5% non-compliance have indicated reasons for these levels and,
where appropriate, how they are addressing or will act to address the non-compliance

issues.

The explanations for higher non-compliance rates and appropriate action taken by individual
offices are provided below:

1. “There is a high volume of live animals that are transported through ports in the Region.
Risk based and intelligence led inspections are carried out at ports which is reflected in the
high non-compliance level. Often non-compliances are also identified whilst carrying out
work in other areas eg Pets QA checks. Since January 2012 when the import requirements
for pets were relaxed, there has been an increase in the commercial transport of puppies



with many of the transporters not complying with WIT legislation. We also attend to referrals
from other enforcement agencies working in the portal environment. The increased profile of
exports of slaughter/production stock and imports of puppies has resulted in an increase in
inspections. Verbal advice is given when a non-compliance is identified and written advice is
also sent to the transporter with copies of Notices served to reinforce the requirements of

the legislation.”

2. "We do have a through put of Out of County hauliers via our two ferry ports which has
influenced the non-compliance percentage. We will look more closely at identifying repeat
offenders with the potential for more severe enforcement action case by case. The markets
and collection centres are where most non-compliance are detected and we can look at
whether the operators are failing in their obligations, which has potential to send out the
wrong message.”

3. “Staff to take part in joint regional operations and to inspect slaughterhouse every
quarter. It is also hoped that the prosecution will send out a useful message to aid
compliance levels locally”.

4. “The instances occurred at our slaughter house and. all the farmers have been advised or
their local authority informed.”

5. “Much of our work is reactive and intelligence led. This leads to high level of non-
compliance. Also our authority carried out a blue light stop with the Police on the A1(M). A
high percentage of these checks were carried out on vehicles from outside our region. We
also have two abattoirs on the county borders which attract farmers from Bedfordshire and
Lincolnshire. To look at reducing the infringement percentage, all non-compliances found on
vehicles from outside our region are referred to the Local Authority in which they are based.”

Overall the enforcement actions taken under WATO in the UK resulted in 2 Home Office
Cautions issued and 11 prosecutions initiated. The nature of the offences included —

1. One dog arrived at LHR in an aircraft box that was too small
2. One cat arrived at LHR in an aircraft box that was too small
3. Six sheep in very poor condition with foot rot.

Defra Animal Welfare Division
June 2014
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