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Outline of the presentation

❑ Vaccination and scientific trials in certain EU Member States

❑ Work of EFSA on HPAI vaccination – part 2



HPAI VACCINATION 
plans and trials

in certain EU Member States
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Preventive vaccination in poultry 
France - ducks (foie gras)

Number of 
ducks

Number of  
establishments

64 
million

2700

Number of active establishments per department

• Preventive vaccinationStrategy

• Ducks (Barbarie, mulard 
and Pékin) Species

• All of the France mainland 
(except Corsica)Zone

• One year, from October 
2023Period



The vaccine used
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▪ The used vaccine should: 

• Be effective on the HPAI clade 2.3.4.4.b strain 

• Have the capacity for a DIVA strategy using the NP ELISA serology 

• Have an authorisation for use, issued by the ANMV (The National Veterinary Medicines Agency) 

= > https://www.anses.fr/fr/content/médicaments

Vaccine/fabricant Species
Administration 

route
Number of primary 

injections
Vaccine storage Shelf life

DIVA
ELISA NP 
serology

Volvac BEST AI+ND
BOERHINGER INGELHEIM

Chicken
Pékin duck

Barbarie duck
Mulard duck

SC

Chicken : 1
Barbarie, mulard Ducks: 2  

(from day 10)
Pékin Ducks: 2
(from day 1)

+5°C 24 months Yes



6

Comparison with the previous season: 

▪ 10 outbreaks of HPAI compared to 345 last year during the 

same period

▪ fewer cases in wildlife in 2023/2024 compared to the previous 

season

Information on the 10 H5N1 outbreaks (clade 2.2.3.4.b): 

▪ 6 turkey farms

▪ 1 laying hen farm

▪ 2 Barbarie duck farms, epidemiologically linked and vaccinated

(“old 74 days” and “young 24 days”)

▪ 1 breeding duck farm, not vaccinated

Current status:

▪ Evaluation of the vaccination strategy 

▪ preparing for extending the vaccination plan after October 2024

HPAI situation in France in 2023 – 2024 epidemic season



7

Preventive vaccination of birds in zoos
(“confined establishments”)

Netherlands

• Preventive vaccination programme in 13 zoos (since October 2023)

• Vaccine used: Nobilis Influenza H5N2

Spain

• Preventive vaccination programme in 1 zoo (since winter 2023/2024)
• Vaccine used: Nobilis Influenza H5N2

Ireland

• Preventive vaccination programme in 4 zoos 

 (since winter 2023/2024)) 

• Vaccine used: Nobilis Influenza H5N2 
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Vaccine trials/ research
Netherlands
• vaccine efficacy trial in 

laying hens in high 

containment unit in lab 

(2022) 

• field trial in laying hens 

(September 2023-

2025) with 2 HVT-

vector vaccines

• possible small-scale 

pilot to start end 2024, 

depending on 

outcomes field study 

Italy
• lab vaccine efficacy trials in turkey 

(since 2022)

• testing different vaccines, in various 

combinations (first dose, booster)

• assessment of reduction of virus 

shedding and clinical and virological 

protection

Hungary
• field trial in geese in 2022-2023

• field safety and efficacy tests

• AI H5-vaccine (synthetic RNA)

• vaccination in the hatchery, booster at 4 

weeks of age



Work of EFSA on HPAI vaccination
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TOR 3:

Post – vaccination SURVEILLANCE:

Diagnostic methods

Emergency vaccination

Preventive vaccination
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Assessment performed separately for:

•  Chicken layers

•  Ducks

•  Turkeys

Sample type:

• Mortality threshold

• Dead birds (qPCR): 

different sample size and sampling interval

• Live birds (qPCR)

• Live birds (serology)
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Thank you
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