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Why these materials have been 
produced?

EU Directive 2008/120 does not allow routine tail-docking and requires
to provide to pigs "manipulable material".

Commission Recommendation (EU) 2016/336 introduces a number of
parameters pertinent in reducing tail-biting and lists the characteristics
of an optimal enrichment material.



Why these materials have been 
produced?

Despite the provided guidance, a lot remains to be done to help farmers
becoming familiar with the legal requirements.

The produced materials are answering this need by presenting the ways
of avoiding the tail-docking in an understandable manner.



Materials on reducing the need for tail 
docking

• 7 thematic leaflets and 2 video testimonials 
• Available on-line, printed and on the USB stick
• In 8 languages: DE, DK, EN, ES, FR, IT, NL and PL  



Factsheets: 1 general + 6 thematic:
1. Enrichment material

2. Thermal comfort, air quality and light 
3.  Health and fitness

4. Competition 
5. Diet

6. Pen structure/cleanliness



Structure of each fact sheet
» Potential indicator of failure
» What?
» Why?
» When?
» How much does it cost?
» How do I know if  I am doing it right?
» Are they any disadvantages?
» Did you know?















https://ec.europa.eu/food/animals/welfare/
practice/farm/pigs/tail-docking_en
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Thank you for your attention!
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