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The system for the identification, registration and traceability of ovine and caprine
animals shall consist of:

a) Means of identification.

b) Movement document.

c) Operating logbook.

d) Computerised databases.

Traceability in the ovine/caprine sector



The means of identification of ovine and caprine animals may consist of:

a) A conventional flag- type or button-type tag on the right ear;

b) An electronic identifier, which may be:

I. An electronic flag or button type tag on the left ear, or

II. A ruminal bolus, or

III. An electronic bracelet on the left back end quartile;

IV. An injectable in the right metatarsus. In cases where the electronic identifier is an injectable,
the type of device and its exact location in the animal shall be indicated in the movement
document of the animals.

Ovine and caprine animals shall be identified within nine months of the date of birth.

Traceability in the ovine/caprine sector: 
means of identification



Ovine and caprine animals & 12 months going to the national slaughterhouse may be identified by:

• If they go directly to the slaughterhouse or after passing through a single fattening holding:

rectangular conventional tag on the right ear, with the identification code of the holding of birth.

• If they are intended to pass through a single assembly centre beforehand: rectangular

electronic ear tag on the left ear with the individual identification code of the animal and showing, in
its visual portion, both the code of the holding of birth and the individual identification code.

Traceability in the ovine/caprine sector: 
means of identification



Derogations from ovine and caprine means of identification:

a) In sheep and goats with ears that are too small, the conventional bracelet can be replaced with
the conventional bracelet.

b) For cultural, historical, recreational, scientific or sporting reasons and for sheep and goats
residing in confinement establishments, and at the request of the holder to the CA, the approved
means of identification may be only the ruminal bolus or the transponder injectable into the

right metatarsus.

c) Paragraphs (a) and (b) of this Article may apply to ovine and caprine animals which are intended
to be moved for slaughter in a third country.

Traceability in the ovine/caprine sector: 
means of identification



1. Movement document. Movements within the national territory shall be covered by a
movement document.

2. Health certificate of origin. Animals moving within the national territory shall be
certified to ensure compliance with health regulations. The certificate shall be

issued by an official veterinarian (CA) of the Autonomous Communities of

origin and shall be valid for 7 days. The certificate and the movement document
may constitute a single document.

The holder of the holding must keep, in paper or electronic format, for at least three

years, the documents accompanying the movement.

Traceability in the ovine/caprine sector: 
Movement documents (Spain)



The REMO code must be unique, for all species and throughout Spain. The REMO movement code
consists of a maximum of 18 digits: 1 or 2 digits identifying the Autonomous Community + 16 digits
identifying the movement (which must be unique, for all species, within the Autonomous Community:
Examples:
10000000000000001 would be Andalusia’s first movement (17 digits);
110000000000000001 would be Galicia’s first movement (18 digits).

In the case of movements between autonomous communities, it will be mandatory that the REMO
code be printed in the documentation that, according to current legislation, must cover the
aforementioned livestock movement.

On the other hand, for all movements to be accompanied by a movement document, REMO Central
shall record the permit identifier code issued by the competent authority of the Autonomous
Community of origin of the movement. The code does NOT uniquely identify the movement; in fact, a
guide (movement document) may authorise the movement of two different species (e.g. sheep and
goats). Being two species, such movement would be recorded in REMO with two distinct REMO
codes.

Traceability in the ovine/caprine sector: 
Movement documents



• It shall be carried on paper or computerised.

• Shall be accessible to the competent authority, at the request of the competent authority,
maintaining the data corresponding to the period determined by the competent authority and
which, in any case, may not be less than the last three years of activity of the holding.

• In the event of cessation of any livestock activity of the holder of the holding, the register
book shall be kept by the holder for a period of at least three years, or deposited where the
competent authority determines.

• The book shall contain at least the data set out in Annex V to Royal Decree 787/2023.

Traceability in the ovine/caprine sector: 
Farm registration book



In the ovine / caprine sector there are
some different production systems:

• Intensive production systems 
based on the reproduction of sheep 
and goats for the production of 
milk, generally used for the 
production of cheeses and other 
high-quality dairy products. Farms 
generally of large size and with great 
economic importance, as well as 
high technical characteristics and a 
greater degree of 
professionalization.

Characterization of ovine/caprine sector



In the ovine / caprine sector there are some different
production systems:

• Intensive production systems based on the 
fattening of lambs in feedlots, on farms generally 
of high size and census and where lambs are 
obtained from various origins.

• In these intensive systems, feeding is generally 
based on feed and forage without the use of 
pastures and external natural resources.

• Extensive production systems of sheep and goats 
for meat and milk production, generally smaller 
farms and census, lower biosecurity conditions and 
where the feeding of the animals is usually based 
on the natural use of herbaceous resources in 
pastures, own or communal ( most frequent), with 
great importance from the economic, 
environmental, social and health point of view.

Characterization of ovine/caprine sector



Based on these production systems, there may be different types of 

animal movements between these holdings:

• Exit to pastures for feeding based on natural resources

• Trashumance movements

• Movements from fattening farms to slaughterhouses

Main types of movements in the ovine/caprine sector



• Mainly associated with extensive production 

systems, in generally small-medium sized 
farms with a lower degree of 
professionalization.

• Use of natural herbaceous resources in 
own or usually shared pastures

• Greater health risk due to direct or indirect 
contact between animals from different farms 
in the pasture itself.

• Risk of contamination of the roads and 

pathways with a high resistance capacity of 
the SGP virus in the environment.

Pastures



• Also associated with extensive production systems, in 
generally small-medium sized farms with a lower degree 
of professionalization.

• Use of natural herbaceous resources in pastures in 

different territorial areas, based on the geographical 
and climatological differences of each area to take 
advantage of the existence of natural resources.

• Pastures may be rented temporarily.

• Health risk due to the movement of animals between 
different areas.

Trashumance



• Usually associated with intensive lamb fattening 

production systems for meat production.

• When collecting lambs from the farms of origin, it 
is common that transport vehicles access the 
interior of the perimeter without proper BSC 
conditions, and that even the driver handles 
different animals for the final selection (weight 
assessment, health status, etc.)

• Collection of lambs from different farms of origin in 
the same vehicle → increased sanitary risk.

Lamb movements for fattening farms



• Movements are generally done in phases: 
holding > assembly center > fattening farm > 
finishing center > slaughterhouse → There are 
four or more movements through the 
production chain until the final destination.

• Period of permanence in assembly center 

may be less than an incubation period → risk 
of dissemination of the virus

• Animals of different origins therefore come 
into contact → higher risk for viral 

dissemination.

Lamb movements for fattening farms



In case of outbreak(s) of SGPV, these animal movements need to be limited
and regulated to prevent further spread of the disease:

• Control of movements and conditions: Implementing Regulations

• Restrictions on movements and use of milk and meat unless treated
according to Annex VII of Delegated Regulation (EU) 2020/687

Control of animal movements after 
SGPV outbreaks



• Delegated Regulation (EU) 2020/687, Annex V: minimum radius of
Protection and Surveillance Zones: 3 and 10 km respectively.

• Minimum duration of implementation of restrictions in the PZ and SZ: 21
and 30 days respectively

• Possibility of extension in time and space in case of necessary
assessment by the competent authority.

Zoning due to SGPV outbreaks



• Experience of Spain: given the unfavourable epidemiological situation, it
was decided to gradually expand the restricted zones in time and space.

• Maximum dimension and final duration: municipalities located within a
radius of 10 km (PZ) and 30 km (SZ) for a total of 48 and 66 days,
respectively.

• Identification of several critical points in the spread of the virus that led to
the expansion of areas: 1) distance jumps in space and in time; 2)
Dissemination associated mainly with movement of transport vehicles in
inadequate C&D conditions; 3) possible illegal movements; 4) in some
cases, delay in communication of suspicious.

Zoning due to SGPV outbreaks



• Movements to pastures posed a health risk for 
the spread of SGPV: 1) possibility of animals 
from different farms coming into contact; 2) 
risk of environmental contamination of roads 
(high resistance of the virus in the 
environment)

• The prohibition on going out to pastures was a 
key factor in the eradication of the disease in 
the Andalusian area.

• Consider adopting financial aid to these farms 
to facilitate access to purchasing feed and 
forage to feed the animals.

Pastures



• Transhumance movements can pose a health risk 
in the case of long-distance movements and 
crossing areas affected by the disease.

• Preferably, limit these movements to minimize the 
health risk.

• Animal welfare problems in case of depletion of 
herbaceous resources in transhumance areas 
during long periods of sanitary restrictions.

• Need to adopt protocols to ensure the possibility of 
these movements under safe conditions.

Trashumance



• Compliance with sufficient sanitary conditions to ensure safe movements in the face 
of animal welfare commitments

• Movement from disease-free zones and at a long distance and after quite some time 
of the last detected outbreaks

• Health requirements:

• Minimum stay of 30 days in the holding of origin before movement

• 72h clinical inspection and PCR-RT test (95/2) before movement with negative SGPV result

• Movement channeled and directly and exclusively to holding of destination and sealing of 
trucks

• Stay of 30 days in the holding of destination with surveillance of absence of SGPV symptoms

Trashumance: protocol adopted for derogation 
of movements



• Adoption of restrictive sanitary 
measures to limit these movements in 
the Restricted Zone, to reduce the risk 
of viral dissemination.

• Ideally, authorized movements within 
areas with the same health status: 
only within the PZ / SZ itself.

• Movements between different zones 
(PZ->SZ) or to free zones are 
prohibited or very limited and always 
in compliance with strict health 
requirements.

Lamb movements for fattening farms



• Clinical inspection of animals to be 
moved at least 24 hours before + 
check of C&D conditions of vehicles + 
sealing of trucks.

• Enhancement of biosecurity. C&D 
controls in slaughterhouses.

• Enhanced ante and post-mortem 
inspection in SH operating in the 
areas.

Lamb movements for fattening farms



• Review of farm census under movement at least 24 hours before
departure.

• Absence of SGPV-compatible clinical symptomatology.

• Period of residence of 30 days in the holding of destination and
surveillance of absence of compatible symptoms.

• Transport vehicles must be properly C&D to prevent further spread of the
disease to other areas.

• Sealing of transport vehicles can guarantee that movement is direct,
only from the holding of origin to the final destination.

Main identified challenges



• Identification of movements of animal transport vehicles in inadequate C&D conditions
as a critical point in viral dissemination

• Until sealing of vehicles was considered, it was identified that transport vehicles may
collect lambs from different holdings before the final trip to slaughterhouse → High
risk of transmision of the disease to new holdings.

• Reinforcement of official control, to ensure proper cleaning and disinfection of vehicles
both on departure from holdings and slaughterhouses as well as to guarantee sealing of
vehicles.

• Reinforcement in the channelling of vehicle movements to the final destination.

• Reinforcement in collaboration with State Security Corps and Forces (in Spain, 
SEPRONA) to ensure the control of possible illegal movements of animal transport 
vehicles.

Main identified challenges



• Ovine and caprine sector: complex sector with different production systems and
diversity of movements between farms.

• Many of these movements pose a risk for the spread of animal diseases,
including SGPV

• Movement of live animal transport vehicles in inadequate C&D conditions
identified as a critical point for the spread of SGPV virus, among others.

• Enhanced health guarantees through the regulation of movements (conditions
for derogations, health requirements, etc.)

• Necessary official control reinforcement, including C&D reinforcement, vehicle
sealing, etc.

Conclusions
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