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ASF in domestic pigs– Overview in 2023

Region Date of confirmation Holding category
No. of pigs

affected

Culling and disposal of

animals

Preliminary

disinfection

completed

Note

BG-ASF-2023-0096 Montana (Dolni Cibur) 19.07.2023 Backyard 1 22.07.2023 24/07/2023 Passive surveillance . Total stamping

out at village level (22 pigs culled in

total)

BG-ASF-2023-0098 Montana (Ignatovo) 26.07.2023 Backyard 1 27.07.2023 30.07.2023 The holding is located in a 10 km

surveillance zone around BG-ASF-

2023-0096.

BG-ASF-2023-00099 Lovech (Karlukovo) 09/08/2023 Unknown 1 09.08.2023 09/08/2023 Notification by citizens



ASF in domestic pigs– Overview in 2023

Last outbreak confirmed -> 09.08.2023
More than 3 months elapsed



ASF in domestic pigs– monitoring in 2023

Holding category Pig holdings,n Pigs, n
Official 
control 
inspections,n

Number of samples 
from dead animals

Number of 
samples from live 
animals

Average 
number of 
official 
inspections

Prescriptions
/penalties, n

Industrial 96 657649 208 7123 4858 2 4

Family 164 4656 289 51 1307 2 10

East Balkan pigs 9 307 17 0 29 7 0

Backyards 6077 1727 855 2 188 63

Commercial farms

- at least 2 inspections per farm.

Backyards sector

- less than 10 % of the sector is

populated;

- Annual inventory with the

presence of the official control.

East Balkan pigs

- decreased number of farm and pig

population;

- at least 4 inspections per farm.

Other inspections: Official checks on:

- ban for live pig markets –361

inspection;

- illegal online trade – 16;

- free-ranging ban – 75;

- illegal movement of animals – 6.



Current regionalization
Annex I to Implementing Regulation (EU) 2023/594 

Restricted zones III in Bulgaria proposed to be moved in Part II Last ASF occurrence in domestic pigs

the Pazardzhik region:

- the municipality of Pazardzhik: the villages of Apriltsi, Sbor, Tsar

Asen, Rosen, Ovtchepoltsi, Gelemenovo, Saraya, Yunatsite, Velitchkovo

- the municipality of Panagyurishte the villages of Popintsi, Levski,

Elshitsa,

- the municipality of Lesitchovo the villages of Pamidovo, Dinkata,

Shtarkovo, Kalugerovo,

- the municipality of Septemvri the village of Karabunar,

- the municipality of Streltcha the village of Svoboda,

last ASF occurrence in domestic pigs on

20.08.2021 – family farm

the Montana region:

municipalities of Vulchedrum and Lom,

last ASF occurrence in domestic pigs on

27.07.2023 – backyard

the Lovech region:

municipalities of Lukovit and Yablanitsa,

last ASF occurrence in domestic pigs on

10.08.2023 – backyard

the Vratsa region:

municipality of Roman.

no outbreak of ASF in domestic pigs

ever occurred

Holding 
category

Pig 
holdings,n

Pigs, n

Official 
control 
inspections,
n

Number of 
samples from 
dead animals

Number of 
samples from 
live animals

Average 
number of 
official 
inspections

Prescriptio
ns/penalti
es, n

Industrial 1 0 0 0 0 0 0

Family 3 103 21 4 30 5

Backyards 108 108 260 4 105 5 1

ASF monitoring in Restricted zones III 



ASF in wild boar – Overview in 2023

dead healthy shoot total dead healthy shoot total %Positive dead healthy shoottotal %Positive

Total 29 11230 11259 1 836 837 7,43 2 0 2 0,02

Tested WB Ab+ WB PCR+ WB
Region

➢ 19 affected regions currently; 
➢ Cases in South and Southeast 

Bulgaria;
➢ Mainly ELISA positive WB.



1. The National plan for control of ASF in wild boar (updated and to be 
adopted by the Council of Ministers (at the end of January 2024) 

➢ part of the Multi-institutional plan for control and prevention against 
ASF enforced since 2020 

➢ the roles and responsibilities of the relevant stakeholders, with a 
timetable for different measures;

➢ management of the wild boar population;

➢ targets and control of ASF;

➢ national biosecurity requirements related to the holdings of domestic 
pig population and during hunting of WB;

➢ other measures for prevention and control of ASF : ban on feeding, 
free-ranging ban, intensive searching for WB carcasses in the 20-km 
zones around the industrial holdings; intensive sanitary 
shooting/individual hunt in the 20-km zones around industrial 
holdings; financial incentives for hunters, etc);

➢ training and awareness campaigns;

➢ cross-border cooperation with other Member States and third 
countries.

Ministry of Agriculture and Food 
(MAF)

• Bulgarian Food Safety Agency 
(BFSA)

• Executive Forestry Agency 
(EFA)

Ministry of 
Environment

Ministry of Interior

Ministry of 
transport

Local state 
administration

Hunting organizations and 
associations

Pig industry

Further measures in place

Multi-institutional plan 
for control and 

prevention against ASF 



Communication and awareness strategy



Thank you for your attention!
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Animal Health and Welfare Directorate

1606 Sofia, Bulgaria

tel.: +359 2 915 98 20

e_mail: ceo@bfsa.bg
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