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Policy Framework in Flanders

Declaration of Commitment: “Together against food losses”

Coordinated public action plan Biomass 2015-2020 

Food Supply Chain Roadmap 2015 – 2020

Reducing food losses from farm to fork (-15% by 2020)

9 action programmes with 57 actions

Action programme ‘Monitoring for knowledge’

Need for robust data for knowledge based policy making

Agreement on common monitoring framework & shared effort 
to collect data
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Klik om een titel in te voegen.

Klik om tekst in te voegen.
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Monitoring approach

Existing structural data collection

Eurostat food waste plug in data 

Robust data source based on sample survey

Integrated in general waste reporting (biannual)

Additional data collection to fill in the gaps 

LoW-codes are not specific enough in some cases 

Assumptions based on expertise needed

Destinations not detailed enough

Use of other data sources, studies, …

Ask more details in the questionnaire (general waste reporting)

Alligned with Fusions manual as much as possible
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Terminology

Klik om tekst in te voegen.
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Food commodities and food products

Food 

consumption

Food not consumed

= food loss

Edible biomass

= food

Inedible biomass

= food residues

Food waste

2.578.000 

tonnes

907.000 

tonnes

3.485.000 

tonnes

6.485.000 

tonnes



Valorisation / Destination of food waste
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43%

44%

5%

6%

1%



Results

For each part of the agrofood chain: 

Fisheries, agriculture, auctions (for fruit & vegetables), food 
industry, retail, hospitality sector (restaurants), catering, 
households

For each destination: 

Animal feed, biobased materials, soil, anaerobic digestion, 
composting, energy (biofuel), incineration with energy 
recovery, landfill/discharge

Food losses vs food residues
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Results – Total food waste per sector

Klik om tekst in te voegen.

21/09/2017 │ 8

Sector Food waste  

 tonnestonnestonnestonnes    
proportion proportion proportion proportion in in in in 

the total chainthe total chainthe total chainthe total chain    

Fisheries 10,402 >1% 

Agriculture* 449,352 13% 

Auctions 15,277 >1% 

 Food industry* 2,349,445 67% 

Retail 64,828 2% 

Hospitality sector 67,450 2% 

Catering 60,098 2% 

Households 468,305 13% 

Total chainTotal chainTotal chainTotal chain    3,485,1573,485,1573,485,1573,485,157    100%100%100%100%    



Results – Destinations of food waste
% in relation to sector total, Flanders, 2015

Klik om tekst in te voegen.
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TotalTotalTotalTotal    

Fisheries - - - - - - - 100% - 100% 

Agriculture 11% - 70% 4% 4% 1% - 4% 6% 100% 

Auctions 36% - 28% 11% 17% - - - 8% 100% 

Food industry 55% 0% 11% 26% - 7% 0% - - 100% 

Retail 3% 2% - 49% 16% - 29% - - 100% 

Hospitality sector - - - 31% - - 69% - - 100% 

Catering - - - 24% - - 76% - - 100% 

Households 28% - - 6% 40% - 24% 3% 0% 100% 

Total chainTotal chainTotal chainTotal chain    43%43%43%43%    0%0%0%0%    17%17%17%17%    21%21%21%21%    6%6%6%6%    5%5%5%5%    6%6%6%6%    1%1%1%1%    1%1%1%1%    100%100%100%100%    



Results – Food losses & residues

Klik om tekst in te voegen.
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IndicatorIndicatorIndicatorIndicator    
�    
    

    

SSSSeeeeccccttttorororor↓    

Food losses 

(=edible food waste) 

Residues  

(=inedible food waste) 

Absolute quantity 
(tonnes) 

Proportion in 
chain (%) 

Food loss (tonnes) 
in relation to 

total production in 
the link * (%) 

Absolute quantity 
(tonnes) 

Proportion in 
chain (%) 

Fisheries 5,201  1% 21% 5,201 0% 

Agriculture 330,319 36% 4.0% 119,033 5% 

Auctions 14,629  2% 1.4% 647 0% 

Food industry 225,481  25% 1.5% 2,123,964 82% 

Retail 43,391  5% 2.6% 21,437 1% 

Hospitality 

sector 
19,108  2% nk 48,342 2% 

Catering 57,090 6% nk 3,005 0% 

Households 211,858 23% 5.9% 256,447 10% 

Total chainTotal chainTotal chainTotal chain    907,077907,077907,077907,077    100%100%100%100%    nknknknk    2,578,0762,578,0762,578,0762,578,076    100%100%100%100%    

 



Future monitoring in Flanders

Improvements to calculation methods

Repeat Eurostat food waste plug in every 2 years

Repeat food waste and food loss monitoring in Flanders in 2018 
and 2020 to evaluate -15% target

English version of the first monitoring report available soon
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Messages

Monitoring is part of a coordinated food waste policy framework, with 
implementing actions in retail, restaurants, catering, …

Look at monitoring as an opportunity in involving stakeholders in 
realizing less food waste and more separate collection

Start with monitoring food waste: is already more integrated in the 
existing data monitoring in each member state

monitoring food losses is more complex and is based on a lot of 
estimations because of a lack of data 

Monitor all destinations of food waste to close the circle

Need National and European policy instruments to trigger stakeholders 
in taking actions and changing behavior, adapted to the member state 
situation
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Thanks for your attention
Are there any questions?

Government of Flanders
Public Waste Agency 
of Flanders
Stationsstraat 110
2800 Mechelen, Belgium
T: 015 284 284
F: 015 203 275
www.ovam.be
info@ovam.be

Mieke.Vervaet@ovam.be

www.voedselverlies.be

www.ovam.be/voedselverlies


