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1. Identification of the programme 

Member state : ELLADA

Disease : avian influenza in poultry and wild birds

Request of Community co-financing from beginning of : 2012 to end of 2012

1.1  Contact

Name : S. PERDIKARIS

Phone : +302102125789

Fax. : +302108229188

Email : ka6u043@minagric.gr

2. Description of the surveillance programme in poultry

2.1  Objectives of surveillance programmes

(max. 32000 chars) : 

The surveillance programme in poultry to be carried out in Greece in 2012 takes into account the 
guidelines set out in Commission decision 2010/367/EU adjusted to the most recent national data 
regarding the number and location of poultry holdings, production type and poultry population per 
category.  
 
The objective of this programme is to establish an active serological survey throughout Greece in order 
to secure early detection of circulating avian influenza virus and appliance of all necessary measures in 
accordance with Directive 2005/94/EC. It aims at detecting: 
             a) low pathogenic avian influenza (LPAI) of subtypes H5 and H7 in gallinaceous birds and ratites 
thereby complementing other existing early detection systems and subsequently preventing possible 
mutation of these viruses to highly pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI); 
            b) LPAI of subtypes H5 and H7 and HPAI in domestic waterfowl
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2.2  Design, implementation and target population

(max. 32000 chars) : 

Surveillance shall be based on representative sampling, while sampling and serological testing in poultry 
holdings shall be carried out in order to detect antibodies to avian influenza as defined in Directive 
2005/94/EC 
 
In the framework of the survey programme, blood samples from commercial flocks of gallinaceous birds 
are scheduled to be collected from their sheds and/or from abattoirs during slaughtering, while effort 
will be made for the surveillance to be extended to backyard duck or geese flocks kept as backyard in 
the entire country and to holdings rearing game birds. 
 
In order to optimise efficiency and avoid additional unnecessary entry of persons into poultry holdings 
sampling should whenever possible be combined with sampling for other purposes. 
 
All kinds of samples will be packaged and sent by the Veterinary Directorate or institution responsible, to 
the designated laboratories. Four state veterinary laboratories will be involved: 
i) The Avian Pathology Dept. of the Center of Institutions of Thessalonica (80, 26th October Street, 54627 
Thessalonica) which is designated as the Greek National Reference Laboratory for Avian Influenza and 
has the responsibilities that are foreseen in Council Directive 2005/94/EE will be acting as coordinator for 
the laboratory tests to be performed and will accept samples from the areas of Thrace and Macedonia. 
ii) The Avian Pathology Dept. of the Center of Institutions of Athens (26, Neapoleos Street, 15310 Agia 
Paraskevi, Athens) which is designated as the Greek National Laboratory for Newcastle Disease, which 
will accept samples from Peloponnesus and the islands of Aegean Sea. 
iii) The State Veterinary Laboratory of Chalkis, which will accept samples from Center Greece and Evia 
island. 
iv) The State Veterinary Laboratory of Ioannina, which will accept samples from the area of Epirus (north-
western Greece). 
 
Every Prefecture Veterinary Directorate or every local veterinary office, upon dispatching samples to the 
relevant laboratory will in written notify the relevant State Veterinary Laboratory and General Veterinary 
Directorate of Ministry of Rural Development and Food about : 
-number and kind of samples sent 
-species and number of farms/birds sampled-location-owner 
-identification number of holding sampled  
-date and means of dispatch 
 
The laboratories upon obtaining the results from the tests they will perform, will in written inform the 
NRL and the General Veterinary Directorate of the Ministry of Agriculture, mentioning: 
-protocol number of dispatch-relevant veterinary authority 
-number and kind of samples examined 
-species and number of farms/birds sampled-location-owner 
-laboratory tests used and results 
-identification number of holding tested positive 
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All necessary measures shall be applied according to Community legislation whenever laboratory results 
and epidemiological data set the suspicion or confirmation of either HPAI or LPAI. 
 
 Positive and negative results of surveillance of poultry will be submitted to the Commission of the EU by 
the General Veterinary Directorate of the Ministry of Rural Development and Food through the 
Commission on-line system. Two 6-month period reports will be submitted by forwarding them within a 
period of four weeks following the end of the months covered by the report.  
 
 

2.2.1  Risk based surveillance (RBS)

(max. 32000 chars) : 

Surveillance will not be risk-based.

2.2.2  Surveillance based on Representative Sampling

(max. 32000 chars) : 

Surveillance shall be carried out according to a representative sampling scheme. Therefore, the number 
of holdings  to be sampled per poultry category is in accordance to Tables 1 and 2 of point 5 of Annex I 
to Commission Decision 2010/367/EU and serological sampling is stratified throughout the whole 
territory of Greece. 
According to current data, broiler type holdings are mainly concentrated in the Northwest area of the 
country and especially in Epirus territory (Prefecture of Ioannina and Prefecture of Arta), while a relatively 
large farm number of this type exists also in the Prefectures of Evia, Attica, Viotia, Arkadia, Pieria, and 
Thessaloniki.  Holdings rearing laying hens are mainly located in the Prefectures of Attica and 
Thessaloniki, followed by the Prefectures of Viotia, Evros, Korinthia and Argolida. Reproductive flocks are 
reared mainly in Epirus and Evia and less in Attica and Viotia Prefectures. Very small number or no Gallus 
gallus farms exist in the other Prefectures.  Turkey farms are located mainly in Northern and Central 
Greece, while οstrich farms are more evenly distributed throughout the whole country. 
 
Based on the number and geographical distribution of poultry holdings in Greece, representative 
sampling is designed as follows: 
 
 I) Gallus gallus farming 
 
The implementation of the Programme for Gallus gallus farms will take place in 10 administrative 
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districts (NUT 2 code GR 11, GR 12, GR 14, GR 21, GR 23, GR 24, GR 25, GR 30, GR 42, and GR 43). 
The local veterinary authorities will collect at least 10 blood-samples of 10 ml each per holding, and from 
the different sheds, if more than one shed is present on a holding. In case of several sheds the sample 
size per holding shall increase to 5 blood samples per shed. Besides their sheds, birds from a holding can 
be sampled in abattoirs during slaughtering.  
For Gallus gallus species the number of farms to be sampled will be according to Table 1 of point 5 of 
Annex I to Commission Decision 2010/367/EU. 
 Almost all categories of farmed poultry will be sampled (reproductive poultry of all farmed species, 
fattening poultry “at risk”, layers upon finishing their productive period and farms rearing chickens for 
use as backyard). Efforts will be made for the even distribution of sampled holdings throughout the 
territory of Greece and the 12 month duration of the programme.  
 
 a) Chicken breeders 
Having in mind that according to most recent data there are 110 farms of chicken breeders in                  
whole Greece, the total minimum number of farms for this species to be sampled is 53. 
 
b) Laying Hens 
Taking into account that the estimated number of laying hen farms is 408, 60 farms are scheduled to be 
sampled. 
 
c)  Free range/organic laying hens 
Since there are 13 farms of free range/organic laying hens throughout Greece, all of them will be 
included in the sampling plan of this year’s survey programme. 
 
d) Free range/organic broilers 
From a total of 48 free range/organic broiler farms in Greece, 35 shall be sampled, given the increased 
risk for this poultry category and the fact that the vast majority of holdings are located in the same 
geographical area with reproductive flocks. 
 
e) Farms rearing poultry (mainly chicken) for use as backyard  
In Greece there are 118 commercial farms producing chicken sold for use as backyard. 53 of them are 
planned to be sampled. 
 
II)  Turkey farming 
 
 The implementation of the Programme for fattening turkeys will take place throughout the Greek 
territory, at the slaughterhouses where they are slaughtered only at Christmas period (seasonal 
production). The relevant Veterinary Directorates will be responsible to collect 10 blood samples of 10 ml 
each per flock slaughtered. 
The implementation of the Programme for turkey breeders will take place throughout the Greek territory 
at their holdings and/or abattoirs during slaughtering. The relevant Veterinary Directorates will be 
responsible to collect 10 blood samples of 10 ml each per holding, and from the different sheds, if more 
than one shed is present on a holding. In case of several sheds the sample size per holding shall increase 
to 5 blood samples per shed.   
Number of turkey farms to be sampled is calculated based on figures shown in Table 1 of point 5 of 
Annex I to Commission Decision 2010/367/EU.. 



Page 6 sur 34

Standard requirements for the submission of 
surveillance programmes for avian influenza
version : 2.1

Taking into account the number of fattening turkey farms (50) and turkey breeder farms (7) in Greece, 35 
fattening turkey farms and all 7 turkey breeder farms will be sampled and totally 420 turkey blood 
samples will be collected throughout Greece.  
 
III) Ostrich farming 
 
Ostrich sampling will take place during their slaughtering in abattoirs used for bovine/porcine animals. 
The relevant Veterinary Directorates will be responsible to collect 5 blood samples of 10 ml each per 
animal slaughtered. Taking into account that the number of ostrich farms in Greece is 49, 35 of them will 
be sampled and totally 175 ostrich blood samples will be collected throughout Greece.  
 
IV) Duck and Goose farming  
 
Due to the fact that ducks and/or geese are only kept in low numbers as “backyard” poultry and their 
premises cannot be considered as normal “farms”, a total of 10 blood samples of 5 ml each will be 
collected from 2 premises per prefecture. Taking into account that the number of the prefectures is 54, it 
is estimated that totally 540 ducks/geese blood samples will be collected throughout Greece. Total 
number of this type of duck and geese "holdings" per prefecture is n/a. 
 
 VI) Farmed game birds  
 
 In Greece 20 farms for the production of game birds exist, i.e. birds farmed for release and hunting. Bird 
species is partridges, pheasants and quails. As in previous year 2011, these farms will be included in the 
AI surveillance programme for 2012 focusing mainly in adult birds. Ten blood samples will be collected 
from every farm, and from the different sheds, where more than one shed is present. In case of several 
sheds the sample size per holding shall increase to 5 blood samples per shed.   
 
 
Analytical presentation of the sampling plan concerning all the above mentioned poultry categories is 
laid down in tables in section 5 of this form. 

3. Target populations

(max. 32000 chars) : 

Based on recent data, Gallus gallus species represent the majority of farmed poultry, mainly reared in 
two types, egg and meat production. The annual laying population varies between 6,3 and 6,400,000 
layers while around 115-120,000,000 broilers are fattened per year.  A less important category in terms of 
production size, but quite significant for biosecurity reasons, is the farming of chicken meant to be sold 
for use as backyard. 
The breeding of other species of poultry in Greece continues to be very limited and consists of seasonal 
turkey rearing with a rather small number of farms and a small number of turkeys per farm. Ostrich 
rearing has started showing signs of decline leading to a gradual reduce in the number of ratite 
holdings. Quail rearing is represented by only a few farms and ducks or geese are only kept as backyard 



Page 7 sur 34

Standard requirements for the submission of 
surveillance programmes for avian influenza
version : 2.1

poultry.  
 
Given the current status of poultry production in Greece and in accordance with the guidelines set in 
Commission Decision 2010/367/EU, surveillance will primarily focus on chicken breeders, laying hens, 
free range broilers, fattening turkeys and chicken meant to be sold for use as backyard. The other poultry 
categories, although in a lesser extent, shall be also included in sampling plan in order to ensure wide 
range coverage of native poultry population.

4. Risk-based surveillance (RBS) method

4.1  Criteria and Risk factors

4.1.1   Criteria and risk factors for virus introduction into poultry holdings due 
to direct or indirect exposure to wild birds in particular those of identified 'target 
species'

(max. 32000 chars) : 

Surveillance will not be risk-based.

4.1.2.  Criteria and risk factors for virus spread within poultry holdings and 
between poultry holdings, as well as the consequences (impact) of the spread of 
avian influenza from poultry to poultry and between poultry holdings

(max. 32000 chars) : 

Surveillance will not be risk-based.
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4.2.  Targeting of populations at risk

(max. 32000 chars) : 

Surveillance will not be risk-based.

4.3.  Targeting of poultry holdings to be sampled

(max. 32000 chars) : 

Surveillance will not be risk-based.
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